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Unhappy, Corrupt Motoring In Israel 

Soon after I made aliya, my brother was the victim of a major traffic accident in Jerusalem.  

For about eight weeks he lay sedated in intensive care at the Hadassah Hospital after losing 

his spleen and a kidney and sustaining multiple bone fractures.  

Here’s Haaretz’s version of what happened to him and the others involved in the disaster. 

Only after reading it, did I understand that Julian, a strapping six-foot sports enthusiast, was 

hurtled through the air like a rag-doll.  

"Thirteen people were injured, three of them seriously, in a traffic accident near Jerusalem's 

Ramot neighbourhood. An eight-year-old girl was reported among those seriously injured.  

"The accident occurred when a woman with a baby in her car drove through a red light on 

Golda Meir Avenue at about 9 a.m. on Monday 06 September 2010 and crashed into a 

moving van, which had four children inside.  

"The driver of the van lost control of the vehicle and drove onto a traffic island, hitting two 

pedestrians. He then collided into a bus stop, injuring additional pedestrians.  

"'I sat on a bus looking at the road and suddenly I saw a car go off the road and hit people 

on a traffic island, sending them flying in the air,’ an eye witness said.  

"'We treated one of the pedestrians who had been on the traffic island and sustained injuries 

all over his body,' a Magen David Adom paramedic said. 'People were injured both from 

being hit by the car, and from landing on the ground after being thrown in the air’.”  

During the few months before the incident, I’d highlighted two similar crashes - both of them 

involving poor bus driving and noted that year on year poor driving caused more personal 

trauma in Israel than any war or terrorist attack.  

Meanwhile, a Jewish Journal.com article about traffic safety research published in April that 

year stated:  

"In Israel, every fatal car accident makes the national news. When four people were killed in 

an accident in the Negev in March, the entire country was abuzz about the tragedy. A 

comment posted on a Ynet article reveals the prevailing mindset in Israel: “Is this a ‘cultural’ 

given and can the ‘culture’ of driving in Israel be significantly altered?”  

Driving may well be no worse in Israel than elsewhere but in a small country where everyone 

is treated like a member of an extended family, all such disasters are treated personally.  
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I suggest that a major reason for Israel's chronic road accident record is the transport 

authority's perverse teaching and testing policies. The rules of the road are often the reverse 

of those in Europe and the U.S. Moreover, people like my husband with a lifetime's driving 

experience, clean licences and maximum no-claims insurance bonuses in their native 

countries seem to be failed quite arbitrarily when they take their driving test.  

This is unsettling for those applying for licences for social reasons. But it is nothing short of 

catastrophic for people needing to drive to and for their work. More and more people are 

beginning to believe that the Israeli driving instructor-examiner system is wrong if not outright 

corrupt.  

One woman wonders why during her test, she was in the car with another candidate and her 

instructor as well as the examiner. She was reduced to tears when the examiner grabbed 

the steering wheel from her and told her publicly that she had failed. She was convinced it 

was her fault, despite having driven safely long before either the examiner or instructor had 

been born.  

Some people laugh when I suggest collusion between instructors and examiners; that 

perhaps candidates are failed at random so they pay for more lessons and that the extra 

revenue is then shared. It would explain why candidates claim they are given only one 

receipt for their final lesson and nothing to prove they have paid for their test.  

But I'm not the only one to believe this. There have been protests on a popular self-help 

website where a failed motor bike candidate voiced similar complaints.  

He wrote: “Now I'm on a tightrope (if I fail again - it's a full test coming up) and I'm licence-

less with my bike sitting at home. I'm just wondering if (a) I can appeal (b) how paranoid I'm 

being, (c) what would you do?”  

A respondent commented: "I doubt you're being paranoid. My wife had a similar experience 

when she failed her car driving test the first time. In her case she was unable to find out from 

her instructor any explanation (whether valid or otherwise) about why she had failed. We 

have no proof either but are sure the reason involves making more money for the instructors 

concerned. The second time she passed. One thing she noted was that instructors here 

teach students some driving practices that are considered completely wrong and dangerous 

in other countries". 
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Another contributor added: "There was a kolbotech (exposé) a few years back about the 

corruption between the instructors and the testers. I also know quite a few people who failed 

their first test (after the minimum three lessons) and had to take more lessons to "polish up" 

their skills. There is no way to prove it unless someone drives behind you with a video 

camera. Even then, there is always room for a (bad) interpretation of what you do.”  

By a further (partly related) coincidence a contributor to the letters page of the then current 

issue of ESRA Magazine commended fellow readers to "Better Place" where visitors learn 

about the "future of the motor car, cleaner air and improving health in the community". While 

there, they are also invited to drive an electrically operated car. Israel had been due to be 

the first country in the world to receive a delivery of such cars at the end of 2011 but they 

have proved to be largely unpopular.  

Hmm! I'm not a driver. So there'll be no wheel spinning or "back seat" advice from me. I 

wonder though, what the rule is for drivers who plough into a traffic island, hurtle innocent 

pedestrians several feet into the air and believe they’ll get away scot free. 

NATALIE WOOD 

 


